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Academic Leagues are groups of undergraduate medi-
cal students interested in increasing their exposure to 
certain medical disciplines, and to learn more about top-
ics and practice in specific areas of interest. The activi-
ties are guided under the supervision of professors or 
consultants [1, 2]. The Trauma League is an extracurricu-
lar activity for medical and nursing students in the ini-
tial phase of their undergraduate studies, where they can 
deepen their knowledge in the area of trauma and emer-
gency surgery. In joining the Trauma League (TL), the 
student can have an early contact with work taking place 
in emergency and operating rooms, observe the surgeons 
at work (apprenticeship), develop research, organize 
meetings (regional and national, and work in trauma pre-
vention [1–3].

The first Trauma League was created in 1992 under 
the leadership of Prof. Mario Mantovani and Dr. Admar 
Concon Filho, at the University of Campinas, Brazil, and 
was nominated as Unicamp Trauma League (UTL). To 
join the UTL, students can apply in the second year of 
medical or nurse school with the opportunity to get in 
touch with the work of a surgeon in the emergency envi-
ronment. The student is required to be on call for 12  h 

On July 3rd to 6th , 2025, the first World Congress of 
Trauma and Emergency Leagues (WCTEL) was organized 
at the University of Campinas (Unicamp), Brazil. The aim 
of this article is to describe how this event was conceived 
and how it can impact the training of future profession-
als in the areas of trauma surgery, acute care surgery, and 
emergency medicine.
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Abstract
The first World Congress of Trauma and Emergency Leagues (WCTEL) was held at the University of Campinas 
(Unicamp), Brazil, on July 3rd to 6th, 2025. The meeting was organized by undergraduate medical and nurse 
students, guided by their professors, and with a support of Brazilian and international societies. Pre-congress 
activities included a Students World Championship in Emergency and Trauma Simulation. More than 1000 
participants from 19 countries attended the WCTEL, enabling exchanges of experiences and the possibility of 
cooperation between students. This new kind of congress could be a good way to attract young people to work 
with trauma and emergency surgery in the future.
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overnight on weekdays and 24  h on a weekend, each 
student taking one each once a month. More than 100 
trauma leagues were created in different medical schools 
in Brazil and in 1999 the UTL organized with another 
nine leagues the first Brazilian Congress of Trauma 
Leagues (CoLT) at Unicamp, with 800 participants.

In 2003 the Brazilian Committee of Trauma Leagues 
(CoBraLT) was created, organizing the CoLT annually, 
and attracting the students to develop and participate 
in various educational and prevention programs such 
as the “Yellow May” movement, launched in 2014, in an 
effort to draw society’s attention to the high rate of traffic 
deaths and injuries throughout the world [2, 3].

In 2008, the XXI Panamerican Trauma Congress, 
together with the VIII SBAIT (Brazilian Society of 
Trauma) Congress and the X Brazilian Congress of 
Trauma Leagues (CoLT) were held in Campinas, with 
1,800 participants [4]. At this same period the event 
Intergastro was created, becoming biannuall since 2013 
when trauma surgery was added to the program. Sub-
sequently, the first international event was organized 
in 2015, with the II Ibero-Afro-American Meeting on 
Trauma and Emergency Surgery (RIAATCE).

In 2017, Intergastro & Trauma (IG&T) hosted the 4th 
World Congress of Emergency Surgery, organized by the 
World Society of Emergency Surgery (WSES) and the 
XIX CoLT, organized by CoBraLT, the Division of Trauma 
Surgery (DCT) of Unicamp, local societies and universi-
ties with 1,228 participants from 24 countries. In 2019, 
IG&T promoted the 9th World Congress of the Abdomi-
nal Compartment Surgery, and hosted for the first time 
in Americas the European Trauma Course (ETC), with 
a total of 1,548 participants coming from 27 countries. 
These experiences in organizing international meetings 
in Campinas including having the biggest trauma con-
gress until now, the World Trauma Congress (WTC) [5], 
in Rio de Janeiro, combined with the X SBAIT and the 
14th CoLT, with 3,500 participants, prompted Prof. Fraga 
to create a congress organized by the students and dedi-
cated to the students.

The concept about non-technical skills launched by Dr. 
Piotr Koleda from Wroclaw Medical University, Poland, 
in 2019, and taught during the ETC, inspired some sur-
geons to organize a simulation competition. But the 
Covid-19 pandemic postponed the original idea to have 
the competition with each team made up of six mem-
bers (four medical students and two nursing students or 
nurses from the hospital affiliated with the higher edu-
cation institution). The plan required the presence of a 
supervising doctor from the Trauma/Emergency team 
during the three days of the competition. The champi-
onship assessed knowledge, technical and non-techni-
cal skills, such as situation awareness, decision making, 
task performance, teamwork and communication. The 

scenarios were prepared by the faculty of University of 
Campinas and the judge were professors from different 
schools.

In 2023, the DCT and UTL suggested to the IG&T 
Executive Committee to organize an international con-
gress for the trauma leagues. But the economic instabil-
ity due the pandemic and the risk to organize big events 
postponed this idea to 2024. Finally, during the WSES 
Congress in Rhodes, Greece, the idea was presented to 
some trauma leaders from different countries [6].

The first steps were to fine an appropriate name for the 
congress (Fig. 1) and the simulation competition, seek the 
support from international and national societies, and 
identify the best space in Campinas to host the event. 
ALTEC (Lusitanian Association for Trauma and Emer-
gency Surgery), Panamerican Trauma Society (PTS), 
and WSES supported the congress from the beginning. 
Other academic leagues were asked by the students join 
the event, with the support of national societies. This 
resulted in the Students World Championship in Emer-
gency and Trauma Simulation organized at Unicamp on 
March 2025 for 8 medical schools. There, the congress 
name was defined as the World Congress of Trauma 
and Emergency Leagues (WCTEL). A competition was 
held to choose the event’s logo. Other league organiza-
tions joined the congress with the 27th CoLT, first Bra-
zilian Congress of Neurology and Neurosurgery Leagues, 
VIII Brazilian Congress of Academic Leagues of Angiol-
ogy, Vascular and Endovascular Surgery, and the Brazil-
ian Symposium of Academic Leagues of Intensive Care 
Medicine (SIBLAMI). The strong support of School of 

Fig. 1  WCTEL logotipo
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Medical Sciences (SMS) and the University of Campinas 
entitled the congress to be held at the university cam-
pus instead of a private convention center. This decision 
taken by the students of the league of a public institution 
made them to commit in organizing the event with their 
own funding, and with the support of CoBraLT.

The WCTEL started with pre-congress courses on June 
27th, 2025: ETC, in Vitoria, ES; DSATC (Definitive Surgi-
cal and Anaesthetic Trauma Care) course in Brasilia, DF, 
and another in Campinas, SP. From June 30th to July 2nd 
for the first time in Brazil, the Mass Casualty Manage-
ment (MCM) course from World Health Organization 
(WHO) Academy, training the multidisciplinary teams 
from 4 hospitals in Campinas took place. The World 
Championship was held from July 1st to 3rd, and unfor-
tunately the teams from Qatar, Angola, and United States 
of America could not participate because of VISA issues. 
Due to some ongoing wars, it was impossible for some 
students to travel. The University of Coimbra, Portugal, 
participated with a very motivated group of medical and 
nurse students. The winner of the championship was the 
University of Sao Paulo, Bauru, followed by Federal Uni-
versity of Uberlandia (UFU) team.

For the first time in Americas, the Non-technical Skills 
for Surgeons and Anesthetists (NOTSS) was promoted 
in Sao Paulo, Campinas, and Rio de Janeiro, with partici-
pation of five international instructors, under the orga-
nization of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh 
(RCSEd). A total of 78 participants attended the NOTSS.

The WCTEL on July 3rd to 6th was held at SMS, Uni-
camp Convention Center (CCU), and exhibition area 
was at Unicamp Multidisciplinary Gymnasium (GMU). 
During the opening ceremony, Pedro Pimenta, a four-
extremity amputee, who uses four prosthetics and with 
them is 100% independent and a successful business-
man, presented a memorable motivational talk. Thirty-
two international speakers from 19 countries and 250 
speakers from Brazil gave lectures in the courses or at 
the congress, and evaluated 19 papers selected for oral 
presentation or 110 as poster. A total of 1052 partici-
pants attended the WCTEL. Social activities included the 
best codfish cake at City Bar, Brazilian barbecue, samba 
night, and party at Unicamp students house, showing 
to the international professors and students the life of a 
“ligante” (UTL member) in Campinas.

The WCTEL continued on July 10th in Rio de Janeiro 
with NOTSS, Emergency Abdominal Surgical Course 
(student EASC), BOOTStrap Neurotrauma, and the 
International Symposium “Trauma and Emergency 
Surgery: the multidisciplinary approach”, at Academia 
Nacional de Medicina (ANM).

Trough the social media, @wctel has 1,900 followers 
and near 1 million views during the month of July at Ins-
tagram. The second congress of WCTEL is planned to be 
held in Doha, Qatar, on November 2026, combined with 
13th World Congress of Emergency Surgery and Qatar 
Health.

Work with emergencies is an option for few profes-
sionals and we believe that bringing the new genera-
tion of students in contact with motivated professors 
and residents is a good way to attract them to the areas 
of trauma, acute care surgery, and emergency medicine. 
This was the WCTEL objective, and we need to observe 
the effect in the next years with the collaboration with 
international societies and the true leaders in the field.
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